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Happy Howlidays and New Year from all of us at the Canine Connection!
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THE BEST HOLIDAY GIFT
As 2009 comes to an end, it is just

amazing to think of all that has
happened at the Canine
Connection this past year. This
January we begin our 9th year
serving Chico area residents in our
new, state-of-the art training, dog
day care, and retail center. Our
educational program has
expanded beyond dog training
classes to include play groups,
seminars, special events, and
celebrations. And, our staff has
grown and includes an amazing
group of dedicated dog
professionals. We are so grateful
for the support of our clients who
have entrusted us with their dogs.
And while we are so grateful for
all the wonderful, loved dogs who

have been part of the history of the
continued on page 2

LIVING WITH DOGS

Toys, Wonderful Toys

Dogs are a lot like children. If you don’t give them something fun to do, they will
make their own fun—and often not in ways you approve of. What's more, dogs
that get plenty of mental exercise are happier, calmer, quieter, and less likely to
rummage through the trash or attack the couch cushions. All terrific reasons your
dog should have toys. And not just a
toy or two, either. Dogs have distinctly
individual toy preferences, depending
on the day, time, and situation. Do
some detective work and find out
what truly tickles your dog.

The best toys have a purpose. They

—— deliver food, present a challenge,

squeak, or make themselves interesting in some other way. If you are new to
the world of dog toys, here are some classics to begin with: Rope toys, plush
toys (with or without squeakers), Hide-A-Bee (Squirrel, Bird), tricky treat balls,
soft rubber toys (vinyl), and hard rubber toys like Kongs and nyla bones. Once
you have a good selection, develop a toy strategy. Designate a popular toy for
use only during alone time, like when you need to leave your dog in her crate,
confinement area, or a spare room. Then, rotate the other toys daily to keep the
novelty factor high.

Some dogs are dissectors, another word for ‘toy destroyers.” Messy as it can be,
it’s perfectly normal canine behavior—dogs are predators, after all, and need

an outlet for those pounce-and-shake urges. If your dog is a dissector, provide
legitimate things for her to attack and let her indulge her hobby. Don’t worry; she
won't graduate to your possessions. Spare your budget by collecting the stuffing
and putting it back in the toy—your dog doesn’t care if she splits apart the same
stuffed alligator seven times. Or use hand-me-down stuffed animals that your
children or your friends’ children no longer want, or buy in bulk from a goodwill
store (just remove choking hazards like eyes and buttons). Many pet supply
stores sell bags of squeakers that you can then insert for added entertainment
and allure. Remember, dogs get busy. Make it with toys, not trouble.




A WORLD OF DOGS

DID YOU KNOW? Let's Get Together

Pet social networking is a trend on a major upward curve. As one would expect,
a great deal of it takes place online. Many a modern dog has a profile on Dogster
or Fuzzster or PetCrash; some even have Twitter accounts and tweet prolifically.
But since dogs on the whole get less enjoyment from cyber friendships than

do humans, many dog parents are making a point of taking their dog’s social
networking into the physical world.

So-called Pet Meetups are happening in towns big and small across the country.
Having found one another online, dog lovers get together for events with names
like Whine & Say Cheese and Beach Blanket Bow Wow. Many bond over a love
of a specific breed or size of dog, others over activities like kayaking, surfing,
or... bar hopping. Indeed, entire clubs form around finding dog-friendly
nightspots in which
to share training
tips over cocktails.

Another
manifestation of
this sociable trend
is the growing
popularity of
doggie parties.
Who hasn’t been to
at least one Howl-
oween or Santa Paw party? Well, parties are multiplying and transforming into
Easter Doggie Parades and Dog Daze of Summer, even Pupperware Parties,
where friends take turns hosting dog social occasions. It's Dog Party 2.0. Also
now commonplace is having a fully catered-and-staffed birthday party for
one’s dog. Such events may feature canine-style buffets and party games—how
about a round of Sit/Stay Musical Chairs or Snoopy Says? Some people take the
concept of four-legged children further and throw friends who plan to add a
puppy to the household a Puppy Shower, gifting the doggie-parents-to-be with
puppy essentials like house-training pads and starter crates.

The more integral dogs become in our lives, the more we want opportunities to
get together and have fun with them—and a good thing it is, too. We get to meet
other dog lovers, and our dogs get to play and socialize and have fun.

(continued from page 1)
Canine Connection, our hearts go out to all those other dogs who are so patiently
waiting, in shelters and with rescue groups, for a loving family to offer them a caring
home. As we enter the holiday season, will you remember these wonderful dogs,

homeless for no reason of their own? Please make a holiday donation to an animal

shelter or rescue group or consider the best holiday gift of all - opening up your heart

and home to an adopted, furry companion. Happy Holidays and Blessings to All. SR
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DOGS IN ACTION

Mushing
To most, the word ‘mushing’ means dog sledding. Really, the term covers a

range of sports where dogs pull things, such as carting, scootering, skijoring,
weight pulling, and more. Mushing of any kind is a great way to get outside
during the dark winter months—and to keep your dog fit and happy instead
of restless and unruly. Why not try:

Dog carting. Traditionally the
domain of farm helpers like Saint
Bernards and Bernese Mountain
dogs (then called drafting), carting
with dogs has won widespread
favor in the last two decades. From
Labradors to Papillons, any healthy
dog can have fun pulling a size-

appropriate cart. Best for areas—or seasons—without significant snowfall.

Skijoring. Essentially dog-assisted cross-country skiing, perfect for any place
with lots of snow and well maintained ski trails. Many large, athletic dogs
beyond the sledding breeds enjoy this sport—Giant Schnauzers, German
Shorthaired Pointers, and Golden Retrievers have all won championship
titles in recent years.

For more information about these and other dog sports, read Kristin Mehus-
Roe’s Canine Sports & Games or do a Google search for the sport you are
interested in. Clubs and organizations exist for most.

HEALTHY DOG

Thunder Phobia

As anyone can attest who has an afflicted pooch at home, thunder phobia is

a torment for many dogs. Some pant, shake, pace, whine, or drool, and try to

hide in the closet. Others are gripped by uncontrollable panic and try desperate
things to get away from the scary storm, including crashing through windows or
running headlong into traffic. Not every thunder phobic dog can be cured, but
many have been helped by gentle desensitization such as the playing of a CD with
thunderstorms at extremely low volume, which is then gradually increased over
several months. Another option, if your dog is able to take treats during a storm, is
to dish out something extra special with each thunderclap.

Before trying any treatment always get expert guidance from your vet or a
behaviorist—and start now, well before thunderstorm season. If all else fails, talk
to your veterinarian about calming medication.

DOG IN THE
SPOTLIGHT




OUR SERVICES ¢

TIPS & TOOLS

OUR FACILITY: Located at 2290 Hwy. 32, Suite 2100, in Chico, California,
our state-of-the-art, indoor training center is complete with climate-control,

cushioned rubber flooring, comfortable seating, restroom, and outdoor play

yard. At our our store you'll find only the best training equipment, treats, A Home Safety Checklist

toys, and food - - supplies that will enhance your dog's well-being.
v Unsafe chewables. Don’t let your

dog chew on things like leashes,
OUR STAFF: As a nationally Certified Pet Dog Trainer and Certified Dog rope, or garden hose, which can

Behavior Consultant, Dr. Sarah Richardson is one of only a handful of cause intestinal obstruction.

people in the nation to have achieved the highest levels of certification and ' Chemicals. Keep all household

education in dog training. For more than a decade, she has worked toxins (bleaches, detergents,

professionally with dogs of all breeds and behaviors . Dr. Sarah and her disinfectants) well out of reach of
your dog—also insecticides, human
medications, pool chemicals, paint
Journal”, a leading information source on positive training and holistic dog thinner, and automotive products

care. She and her staff are passionate about providing information and like antifreeze and radiator fluid.
Don’t use chemical cleaning liquids

where your dog eats and drinks.

dogs are frequently featured in the national publication, "Whole Dog

assistance to help bring out the best in your dog!

OUR SERVICES: For dogs of all ages, sizes, and temperaments! v Toxic plants. Many popular
household plants can be dangerous,

Group Classes
P even fatal, to your dog if he

-Puppy Prep Program (socialization & training for pups 2 to 5.5 months) decides to sample a leaf. Common
-Obedience - Basic to Advanced culprits are azalea, rhododendron,
-Small Dog Obedience (just for petite pooches 25 pounds and less) Z’i}glgﬁfliz’ lilies, kalanchoe and
-Agility, Rally-O, Tricks, Canine Musical Freestyle

Therapy Dog Training and Evaluation v Prevent falls. Use baby gates and

screens to restrict your dog’s access
to high windows and staircases
where falls can occur. Invest in non-
Dog Day Care (oops, we mean "Play Care" since it's so much fun!) skidding mats for floor areas where
your dog often runs—slipping can
cause torn ligaments.

Private Training and Specialized Semi-Private Classes
Educational Seminars and Events

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION!

TheCanineConnection.com * (530) 345-1912 (Compiled from ASPCA & MSPCA Angell)

Sarah Richardson, PhD, CPDT, CDBC
\ Certified Pet Dog Trainer
Certified Dog Behavior Consultant |
) Phone: 530-345-1912
Fax: 530-345-1939
: PO Box 7444 e Chico, CA 95927 '
Sarah Richardson's
office@thecanineconnection.com .Canine Connection-
TheCanineConnection.com

Information and advice provided in this newsletter is general in nature and should not be relied upon to solve any particular situation. For all issues with your dog,
please seek the services of a competent professional. The author and publisher shall have neither liability nor responsibility for any loss or damage caused or alleged
to be caused by the information in this newsletter.




