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Our Expanded Canine Education Center is State-of-the-Art. Come Visit Us Soon!
Fall 2009 - "Bark to School" - Edition
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Dog is spelled F-U-N!

Wow! Is it fall already? Here at
Sarah Richardson's Canine
Connection we have just
completed an amazing expansion
of our canine education center.
What was a superb place before
has become a true, state-of-the art
center for training, dog sports,
celebrations, "play care", puppy
socials, and great dog supplies.

At the Canine Connection we are
dedicated to helping dogs and
their people develop lively, loving,
and lasting relationships. And, we
believe these relationships are
enhanced when dogs and people
have fun! For that reason, we
encourage people to discover those
activities that bring out the tail

wags, laughter and smiles.
continued on page 2

LIVING WITH DOGS

If You Don’t Like It, Don’t Reward It

It's a simple fact of biology: All organisms do more of what they are rewarded
for. If you were given twenty dollars every time you smiled, you would walk
around grinning. If wearing a certain coat predictably unleashed a rain of
compliments on you, chances are that coat would spend little time in your closet.

Dogs are no different. Any
behavior they think works to
get them something they want
becomes more frequent. Say
your dog drops a tennis ball

in front of you and barks, and
you pick up the ball and throw
it. You have just trained your
dog to bark to have his favorite
game perpetuated. As a strategy
barking paid off and sure enough, your dog will bark more. By contrast, ignoring
the ball and walking away teaches the dog that barking doesn’t work. When

he next drops the ball by your feet without barking, pick it up and throw it to
reinforce the delightful quiet.

This simple exercise contains the essence of dog training: Ignore what you

don't like, and be quick to reward what you do like. The principle applies to

all situations and it pays to become aware of the many ways we accidentally
reinforce behaviors we don’t like. We often reward a dog for jumping up to greet
us, either by petting and sweet-talking the dog, or by pushing him away and
saying ‘no,” which is more than enough attention to be reinforcing. Turning away
or leaving is much more effective. Similarly, feeding your dog from the table
reinforces begging. Better to reward Fido with a special tidbit when he is lying
quietly on his bed. This has the added bonus of reinforcing calm indoor behavior.

To get a well-behaved dog quickly, always be on the lookout for ways to reinforce
behaviors you like. Four paws on the floor when greeting, for example, should
always earn a ‘good dog’ or a pet or a treat.




DID YOU KNOW?

A WORLD OF DOGS

Cultivating Dog-Smart Kids

For half a century, the Lassie stereotype has endured in American hearts and
minds. The ideal dog is noble, with the vocabulary of a college student and
near-telepathic understanding of what’s expected of him. It makes for lovely
storytelling, but the imprint left on generations by Lassie and similar fictions,
from Dorothy’s Toto to Disney’s Bolt, is one that sets many first-time dog owners
up for disappointment and frustration. Oh, we know dogs are not people. But
surely they understand the difference between a chewie and an Italian shoe?

In fact, dogs are more akin to happy-go-lucky aliens trying to plot a course
through our strange world of rules and expectations. To better help them, a
good place for us to start is with greater understanding of how they see the
world. Here, humane education plays a crucial role. The term brings to mind
aproned children petting rabbits

or fashioning cat toys from strings
and feathers—and that’s part of
the picture, of course. But in many
humane societies and classrooms,
the curriculum has greatly evolved.
Children now learn about all aspects §
of animal behavior, training, and
care. They talk about cruelty-free
shopping and responsible pet e I
guardianship; they invent socialization plans for hypothetlcal puppies; they
witness spay or neuter surgeries and discuss animal population management;

they brush dog coats and learn poop scooping technique.

This is important because children educated about dogs are more likely to
behave safely around them—meaning the dogs are safer, too. Also, dog-savvy
children grow up to be dog-savvy adults, a necessity in a world with ever-
increasing numbers of dogs living close together. Once primarily the domain of
wannabe veterinarians and animal control officers, proficiency in dog behavior
and training is today a vital life skill for people in cities and suburbs, whether
it's about navigating a busy sidewalk or keeping the bark frequency and pitch
at a level that won’t drive neighbors to distraction. Luckily, humane education
programs are more popular than ever and are expanding to allow more kids to
get close and personal with pooches.

(continued from page 1)
For this reason, we offer a variety of activities - puppy socials and kindergarten,
agility, Rally O, freestyle, therapy dog involvement, obedience, play groups, "play
care”, and celebrations - so that you and your dog can discover what puts the prance
in your (and your dog's) step. Our new center is totally dedicated to bringing out the
best in your relationship with your dog and bringing dog lovers together in a safe,
comfortable, caring environment. Come on out and enjoy the fun!




Rally-O (Rally Obedience)

Rally-O is a fun, less formal version of traditional obedience trials and one
of the fastest growing dog sports in America. Competitors traverse a course
of 10-20 stations, each marking an exercise for the dog and handler team to
carry out. Unlike traditional obedience, Rally-O allows the handler to talk
to and encourage her dog along the way, use hand signals, and go through
the course along a designated
route on her own without a
judge calling out the exercises.
The not-so-strict rules reflect

the philosophy behind Rally-O,
namely that the focus in dog
training should be on teamwork
between handler and dog—
and should be an enjoyable
experience for both. Exercises . M SB S
include a variety of basic and ©Deidre Sullivan
advanced obedience maneuvers like heel, stand, turn, sit, back up, etc.

There are several sanctioning bodies for the sport in the US, including the
American Kennel Club, which tries purebred and PAL/ILP listed dogs, and
the Association of Pet Dog Trainers, whose program, APDT Rally, is open to
all dogs.

For more information and to find trials, visit www.apdt.com/po/rally/ or
www.akc.org/events/rally/

HEALTHY DOG

Pet First Aid & CPR

Prompt and informed first aid saves lives—for pets as well as humans. Losing

a dog to an asthma attack, a snakebite, or a common type of poisoning is all the
more tragic in cases where CPR skills could have kept the dog alive until his
owners reached a veterinarian. And not just those who hike backcountry trails
or live far from the nearest pet hospital need to consider such scary scenarios.
Dogs can choke on bits of kibble on the kitchen floor. Thankfully, courses for pet
owners are available in most parts of the country. Learn to perform pet CPR, tend
to wounds, and recognize emergencies—or go further with Pet Tech’s 8-hour Pet
Saver™ Program, which includes Choking Management, Insect Bite, Stings &
Snakebites, Heat & Cold Injuries, Vitals Assessment, Seizures, and much more.

To take a Pet First Aid class, check with your local humane society or animal
shelter, or visit www.pettech.net or www.redcross.org

DOG IN THE
SPOTLIGHT




OUR SERVICES

OUR FACILITY: Located at 2290 Hwy. 32, Suite 2100, in Chico, California,
our state-of-the-art, indoor training center is complete with climate-control,
cushioned rubber flooring, comfortable seating, restroom, and outdoor play
yard. At our our store you'll find only the best training equipment, treats,
toys, and food - - supplies that will enhance your dog's well-being.

OUR STAFF: As a nationally Certified Pet Dog Trainer and Certified Dog
Behavior Consultant, Dr. Sarah Richardson is one of only a handful of
people in the nation to have achieved the highest levels of certification and
education in dog training. For more than a decade, she has worked
professionally with dogs of all breeds and behaviors . Dr. Sarah and her
dogs are frequently featured in the national publication, "Whole Dog
Journal", aleading information source on positive training and holistic dog
care. She and her staff of dog professionals are passionate about providing
information and assistance to help bring out the best in your dog!

OUR SERVICES: For dogs of all ages, sizes, and temperaments!

Group Classes
-Puppy Prep Program (socialization & training for pups 2 to 5.5 months)
-Obedience - Basic to Advanced
-Small Dog Obedience (just for petite pooches 25 pounds and less)
-Agility, Rally-O, Tricks, Canine Musical Freestyle

Therapy Dog Training and Evaluation

Private Training and Specialized Semi-Private Classes

Educational Seminars and Events

Dog Day Care (oops, we mean "Play Care" since it's so much fun!)

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION!
TheCanineConnection.com * (530) 345-1912

TIPS & TOOLS

Moving With Dogs

Moving Day is often an exciting,
stressful, exhausting  blur—and
that's just to the human family
members. To make the organized
chaos of geographical relocation
less taxing for your dog, leave her
with a friend for the day if possible.
Otherwise:

¥ Use a crate. Doors are left open,
unfamiliar people come and go,
loud noises abound—enough to
make even serene pooches run
and hide. If your dog is crate
trained, crate her with a favorite
blanket in a quiet part of the
house. If not, put her in a quiet
room with a sign on the door
saying ‘do not enter.” Make sure
her ID is up-to-date, just in case.

¥ Limit stress. Again, a crate or
a quiet room does wonders.
Other than that, give your dog
plenty of exercise that morning
and preserve your mealtime and
potty break routine as best you
can. For very sensitive dogs,
consult your vet ahead of time
about a solution.

Sarah Richardson, PhD, CPDT, CDBC
\ Certified Pet Dog Trainer
Certified Dog Behavior Consultant |
) Phone: 530-345-1912
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Information and advice provided in this newsletter is general in nature and should not be relied upon to solve any particular situation. For all issues with your dog,
please seek the services of a competent professional. The author and publisher shall have neither liability nor responsibility for any loss or damage caused or alleged
to be caused by the information in this newsletter.




